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MARBLE CUTTING AND POLISHING-.

This beautiful product of nature is not only largely used
in our own time for the noble purposes of sculpture and
architecture, and for many other ornamental and useful
purposes, as mantelpieces, etc., but certain choice varieties
were employed by the ancients both in architecture and
sculpture. The celebrated Venus de Medici was cut from
Parian marble; the Parthenon, Hippodrome, and other
principal monuments of Athens were of Pentelic marble,
as also the celebrated Elgin Marbles in the British
Museum. A marble called Marmo Greco, or Greek white
marble, was obtained from the island of Scio (or Ohio), the
scene of the late terrible earthquake. There are columns
and altars in Venice made from a transparent white marble
called by the Italians Marmo statuario, but the quarries
from which the marble was obtained are quite unknown.
The white marble, of Luni, on the coast of Tuscany, was
preferred by the Greek sculptors to either the Parian or
Pentelic marbles. The celebrated Carrara marble is of
extreme whiteness, though sometimes it is traversed "by
grey veins, which render it difficult to obtain a large piece
free from them. In this marble specimens of rock-crystal
are sometimes found, and have received the name of
Carrara diamonds.

The black marble of the ancients is only to be found in
specimens of sculpture, from which it may be inferred that
the quarry from which it was obtained was exhausted.
The red marble of the ancients is of a blood-red colour,
interspersed with white veins. Besides these antique
marbles may be mentioned the green antique marble; the
red-spotted antique marble; the yellow; grand antique;